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which, according to its definition, is essentially different
from the secondary function. There is a further circum-
stance which in my opinion carries even greater weight:
viz. in one and the same individual the habits of the
psychological attitude can alter in a very short space of
time. If the duration of the secondary function is of a
physiological or organic character, it must surely be
regarded as more or less permanent It is not to be
expected, then, that the duration of the secondary function
should suddenly change; such changes are never found
in a physiological or organic character, pathological
changes, of course, excepted. But, as I have already
emphasized more than once, introversion and extraversion
are not characters at all, but mechanisms', which can, as
it were, be inserted or disconnected at will. Only
from their habitual predominance do the corresponding
characters develop. There is an undoubted predilection
depending upon a certain inborn disposition, which, how-
ever, is not always absolutely decisive for one or other
mechanism. I have frequently found milieu influences
to be almost equally important. On one occasion a
case actually came within my own experience, in which
a man who had presented a marked extraverted de-
meanour, while living in the closest proximity to an
introvert, changed his attitude and became quite intro-
verted when subsequently closely involved with a pro-
nounced extraverted personality,
I have repeatedly observed in what a short space of
time certain personal influences effect an essential altera-
tion in the duration of the secondary function, even in a
well-defined type, and how the former condition becomes
re-established with the disappearance of the foreign-
influence. With such experiences in view, we should, I
think, direct our interest more to the constitution of the
primary function. Gross himself lays stress upon the